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vessel that he was going to examine. There were two
ambassadors; they thought the meeting-place rather
an odd one, but were obliged to go there. When they
arrived on board the Czar sent word that he was in the
" top," and that it was there he would see them. The
ambassadors, whose feet were unaccustomed to rope-
ladders, tried to excuse themselves from mounting;
but it was all in vain. The Czar would receive them
in the " top " or not at all. At last they were com-
pelled to ascend, and the meeting took place on that
narrow place high up in the air. The Czar received
them there with as much majesty as though he had
been upon his throne, listened to their harangue, re-
plied very graciously, and then laughed at the fear
painted upon their faces, and good-humouredly gave
them to understand that he had punished them thus
for arriving so late.

After this the Czar passed into England, curious to
see and learn as much as possible; and, having well ful-
filled his views, repaired into Holland. He wished to
visit France, but the King civilly declined to receive
him. He went, therefore, much mortified, to Vienna
instead. Three weeks after his arrival he was informed
of a conspiracy that had been formed against him in
Moscow. He hastened there at once, and found that
it was headed by his own sister; he put her in prison,
and hanged her most guilty accomplices to the bars
of his windows, as many each day as the bars would
hold. I have related at once all that regards the Czar
for this year, in order not to leap without ceasing from
one matter to another; I shall do this, and for the same
reason, with that which follows.